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African swine fever (ASF) is a highly contagious and hemorrhagic viral disease of domestic and wild pigs. It is a 
notifiable disease and its outbreak should be immediately reported to the higher authorities. ASF causes 
destructive effect on piggery due to high morbidity and mortality (up to 90-100 %). In India it was first confirmed 
in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam in February-March 2020. Currently, there is no effective vaccine available 
against ASF, so prevention by adopting strict biosecurity measures is the only way to prevent ASF.

Transmission of ASF in domestic pigs
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CLINICAL SIGNS

vLethargy and loss of appetite
vHigh fever (106-108  F)
vSudden death of pigs in 1-3 days

 o
vHigh fever (106-108 F), lethargy and loss of appetite
vIncreased respiration rate
vBlue-purple discoloration of skin of ears, abdomen and 

rear legs
vDischarge from the eyes and nose; bloody froth from the 

nose/mouth
vConstipation or bloody diarrhea
vAbortion
vDeath of pigs in 6-15 days

Peracute disease

Acute disease

o

DIAGNOSIS
l

PREVENTION IN ORGANIZED PIG FARM
l

l

l

l

l

Confirmatory diagnosis in gov. laboratories.

Separate healthy pigs from potentially infected 
pigs and contaminated waste, bedding, etc.
Restrictions on entry of outsiders and vehicles in 
the farm premises
Disinfection of vehicle tyres and shoes with 2% 
s o d i u m  h y p o c h l o r i t e  o r  p o t a s s i u m  
permanganate solution
Foot-dip (potassium permanganate solution) at 
the main entrance of the farm and at 
entrance/exit of each pig shed
Workers must wash their hands with soap before 
entering into the farm & change their clothes 
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PREVENTION IN BACKYARD PIG FARMING
l

l

l

l

Keep separate workers for sick and healthy pigs
Keep the newly purchased pigs in quarantine for 
30-45 days
Do not sell sick pigs to traders/butchers
Burial/burning of the carcasses of dead pigs in the 
infected premises itself
Do not feed kitchen/hotel waste to pigs and if you 
feed, boil properly

Complete ban on movement of live/dead pigs and 
meat products in and out of infected villages
Prohibition of exchange of pigs for breeding
Humane slaughter of all pigs within a radius of 1 
km in case of ASF outbreak
During outbreak, leave the farm empty for 40 days 
after slaughtering of pigs and disinfecting the farm
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