
1. Pneumonia refers to inflammation of the pulmonary parenchyma usually accompanied by the inflammation of bron-
chioles. 

2. The most frequent causes of respiratory infection and death in goats are due to Pasteurella multocida or            
Mannheimia haemolytica which cause outbreaks of acute pneumonia in goats of all ages. 

3. Respiratory infections from these pathogens are associated with poor management practices such as poor housing 
conditions and overcrowded pens. 

4. Providing goats with clean, dry, spacious and well-ventilated housing with good drainage facility and plenty of sun-
light helps to prevent respiratory infections. 

5. Slatted floor type of housing popular in North-Eastern India, especially in Assam, has the advantage that the goats 
will not come in direct contact with urine and faeces, thereby preventing various parasitic (lungworm infection) and 
respiratory diseases. 

6. Transportation stress, viral infections especially Parainfluenza virus type-3, lung parasites, prior bacterial infections, 
sudden environmental changes and other stressful conditions can also increase the susceptibility of goats to              
P. multocida and M. haemolytica pneumonias. 

7. Lungworm infection which is responsible for verminous pneumonia, caused due to either Dictyocaulus filaria, 
Muellerius capillaris or Protostrongylus rufescens, can be effectively controlled by strategic use of anthelmintics 
and following good grazing managemental practices.  

8. To avoid transportation and heat stress, the animals should be transported during the cooler part of the day (either 
mornings or evenings) without overcrowding in vehicles free of manure and debris to decrease the risk of spreading 
disease.  

9. Caprine pneumonia should be suspected if the animal shows symptoms such as fever, painful cough, difficulty in 
breathing, mucopurulent nasal and ocular discharge and crackle-like sounds on auscultation of the lungs. 

10. The affected animals should be promptly isolated from the rest of the herd to prevent the spread of infection 

11. Ceftiofur is the only FDA-approved antibiotic to treat caprine pneumonia which is administered at a daily dosage of 
0.5-1.0 mg/lb body weight intramuscularly.  
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