ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata, Conducted ""Khet Bachao Abhiyaan'-
on the theme “Healthy Soil — Healthy Crop — Prosperous Farmer”

Eastern Regional station (ERS), ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata, conducted an Kishan goshti/field
programme on "Khet Bachao Abhiyaan™ campalgn Wlth the theme “Healthy Sml - Healthy

Crop — Prosperous Farmer”. The programme
aimed at protecting farmland and encourage
scientific farming among farmers, and was
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witnessed active participation of farm women
Jaykrishnapur villages. The programme was
conducted by the scientists Drs. A. K. Das,
Samiran Bandyopadhyay and P. K. Nanda of
ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata. At the outset, the
experts briefly outlined objectives of the
programme to the participants and expressed
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agriculture, including declining soil
imbalanced use of fertilisers and pesticides, and climate change and their Iong term and adverse
effects on the environment, human and animal health.

During the capacity building programme, the participants were encouraged to adopt soil test-based
nutrient management and suggested reducing
excessive dependence on chemical fertilisers
like urea to prevent soil degradation and
groundwater pollution across the region. They
were also advocated to adopt sustainable
practices such as green manuring, use ; WK \
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soil  biological activity and enhance
agricultural resilience. The participants were also sensmzed on the benefits of balanced manure
application. The initiatives taken during the programme is expected to increase organic matter and
restore soil fertility, at the same time reduce dependence on chemical inputs, thereby promoting
environmentally sustainable agricultural practices in the region.



