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Eastern Regional Station, Kolkata Celebrated 136th Foundation Day of 
ICAR-IVRI, Izatnagar, Focusing on the theme  

“Antibiotic Resistance: A Threat to Livestock and Public Health” 
 

 

The Eastern Regional Station (ERS), Kolkata celebrated 136th foundation day 

of ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI), Izatnagar to 

commemorate the glorious existence of the institute for providing yeoman 

service to the nation, 

in the livestock health 

sector. The foundation 

day programme was 

organized based on 

the theme “Antibiotic 

Resistance: A Threat 

to Livestock and 

Public Health” at 

Swami Vivekananda Seminar Hall of the Regional Station on 08-12-2025. 

The theme was aptly chosen, as it highlights the antibiotic resistance (AMR) 

as a significant and interconnected global health crisis impacting human, 

animal, and environmental health (a "One Health" issue). 

The programme was attended by more than 40 participants, including 

eighteen (n=18) 

veterinary officers and 

researchers from Govt. 

of Assam, Assam, apart 

from the scientists, 

students, technical staff 

and young professionals of the regional station. The Veterinary Officers 

from Govt. of Assam present during the occasion are undergoing a short-

term training programme “Diagnostic Modalities of Emerging Infectious  
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Disease in Food and Companion Animals with Special Reference to Drug 

Resistance (AST and AMR data Management)”, scheduled from 8-12 

December, 2025. 

At the outset, Dr Arnab Sen, HoRC, ERS, ICAR-IVRI, Kolkata welcomed 

the invited speakers, Veterinary Officials of Assam and all participants 

present in the house. The 

HoRC pronounced the 

objectives of the programme 

and recalled the glorious 

history, reputation and 

accomplishments of ICAR-

IVRI at national level for 

overall development of the 

livestock sector. Making a 

brief presentation on “ICAR-IVRI: past, present and future”, the HoRC 

outlined the achievements of the institute in the areas of animal health, 

notably on the development of diagnostics, and vaccines such as live 

modified PPR vaccine, classical swine sever cell culture vaccine, homologous 

live-attenuated LSD vaccine, named Lumpi-ProVacInd, that helps in improving 

the health and well-being of animals.  

The inaugural session was followed by the foundation day talk on “AMR: 

An Intersectorial One Health Perspective”, delivered by chief guest and 

speaker of the programme, 

Prof (Dr.) Madhumita Dobey, 

former Director & Head of 

Department, Department of 

Health Promotion and 

Education, All India Institute 

of Hygiene and Public Health, Kolkata. Pronouncing AMR as one of the top ten 
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global public health threats having impact on food security and economies of 

all countries, the speaker emphasized on immediate action through cross-

sectoral collaboration to address the challenges of AMR to the human and 

animal health, food 

security, and ecosystems. 

Pondering over the issue 

of AMR, the speaker 

charted out a roadmap 

pointing the challenges 

and opportunities that lies 

ahead for veterinarians in 

building a comprehensive surveillance program under One Health Approach, 

which is required in confronting antimicrobial resistance, and may help in 

promoting animal welfare and mitigate the public health crisis. 

The next guest of the programme and invited speaker was Dr Indranil 

Samanta, Professor and Head, Veterinary Microbiology, WBUAFS, Kolkata, 

who delivered a talk on “Role of Veterinarians in Mitigation of Antimicrobial 

Resistance (AMR) in Livestock”. While addressing the house, Dr Samanta 

highlighted the issue of prudent use of antibiotics and development of AMR at 

the livestock-human 

interface. During his 

deliberation, Dr Samanta 

underscored the 

importance of veterinarians 

in mitigating the 

risk/burden of AMR in 

livestock and urged them to play pivotal and multifaceted role (i) by acting 

as primary stewards of responsible antimicrobial use  (advocating its 

judicious use ensuring proper dosage and duration), (ii) through disease 
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prevention and control programmes (implementing biosecurity plans, 

vaccination programs, and improved hygiene), and (iii) creating awareness 

among farmers and educating them to reduce the use of antimicrobials.  

The programme ended with vote of thanks to the invited speakers for 

giving an insightful 

presentation on AMR, a 

globally recognized public 

health and safety issue, 

according to the World 

Health Organization. The 

entire programme was 

compered by Dr Samiran Bandyopadhyay, Principal Scientist, ERS, ICAR-IVRI, 

Kolkata. With active participation of one and all, the celebration of 136th 

foundation day of ICAR-IVRI at ERS, Kolkata was a huge success. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=biosecurity&sca_esv=4b839159f38cb91b&sxsrf=AE3TifO2dmu6b8oUz1Y9pZiJbmws2klCrA%3A1764867315426&ei=87wxaZ3hGe3vseMP-fyciQ0&ved=2ahUKEwiEssPKtaSRAxUDSWwGHUC_O1IQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=Role+of+veterinarian+in+mitigation+of+AMR+resistance+in+livestock&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiQVJvbGUgb2YgdmV0ZXJpbmFyaWFuIGluIG1pdGlnYXRpb24gb2YgQU1SIHJlc2lzdGFuY2UgaW4gbGl2ZXN0b2NrSNxNUABYgkFwAHgAkAEAmAGeAaABjAWqAQMwLjW4AQPIAQD4AQL4AQGYAgCgAgCYAwCSBwCgB4EKsgcAuAcAwgcAyAcA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfCEGxhyu2BOXXYMB-HbgqboZX-5TFzL6JEk88-5n4FXLTlyoU3xbXwmEvoCB8aFnsaU4WPf740C2PzFTE_4QYC3dhSFvUJCvbq1xiTOnu2dAafdzYADEydTpVBiif71eSPJMHHId02v2brnA7Te0LcuoE_dC7cOKnaJHH4eBZof-gOOLfaMvgbuJl1mv3jUZBgxkB7H00Bmoj64E74EmFtxWNYonC43Cmf_Y_z1yus1-qsTMY13S3PuMDBl3vIiLuah4cmDA-sOuTZEZOyZu2Iq&csui=3

