Governor of Uttarakhand Visits ICAR-IVRI Mukteshwar Campus; Commends
Scientific Contributions to Animal Health and Rural Development

Mukteshwar, June 16: The Hon’ble Governor of Uttarakhand, Lt. Gen. Gurmit Singh
(Retd.), visited the ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI), Mukteshwar
Campus, today and lauded the Institute’s remarkable contributions to veterinary
research, animal health, and livestock development. On the occasion, progressive
farmers and distinguished
scientists were felicitated
for their outstanding
contributions.

Addressing the gathering,
the Hon'ble Governor <
praised the scientific
achievements, rich
heritage, and pivotal role of
IVRI in safeguarding the
nation’s livestock
resources. He remarked
that for more than 136
years, the Institute has
served not only India but
also the global scientific
community through pioneering research in animal health and disease control.

The Governor stated that the continued relevance and excellence of an institution over
such a long period reflects its strong work culture, dedication, integrity, and scientific
vision. He highlighted that IVRI has developed more than 49 vaccines against various
infectious animal diseases, significantly strengthening India’s livestock economy and
protecting the livelihoods of millions of livestock farmers.

Referring to the lessons learned during the COVID-19 pandemic, he emphasized the
critical importance of vaccines and scientific research. He noted that institutions such
as IVRI play a vital role in protecting animal health and ensuring food and livelihood
security. Appreciating the efforts of veterinary scientists, he said they serve creatures
that cannot express their suffering themselves, making their work a unique example
of service to society and nation-building.

During his visit, the Governor toured the Institute’s library, museum, laboratories, and
research facilities. He appreciated the ongoing scientific research and observed that
the livestock sector is a key pillar of India’s economy and rural livelihoods, with
institutions like IVRI leading innovation and technological advancement in the sector.
The Governor made special mention of the Institute’s historic library and museum,
describing them as invaluable repositories of scientific knowledge. He suggested that
rare books, research records, and archival materials be digitized and integrated with
emerging technologies such as Artificial Intelligence, Quantum Computing, and
advanced digital platforms to make this knowledge accessible to researchers and
students worldwide.



He also urged the scientific community to communicate their achievements more
effectively and called for the development of documentaries and digital content
showcasing IVRI’s rich legacy, museum collections, and scientific accomplishments
at national and international platforms.

il

Highlighting the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, the Governor said that the livestock sector
would play a crucial role in achieving this national goal. He emphasized that Atrtificial
Intelligence, Quantum Computing, biotechnology, and digital innovations have the
potential to transform animal husbandry, dairying, poultry farming, and fisheries. He
encouraged scientists to actively transfer these technologies to farmers and contribute

to strengthening the rural economy.
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The Governor further stressed the need to promote livestock-based enterprises in the
hill regions of Uttarakhand, including dairy farming, goat rearing, beekeeping, and
allied activities. He observed that when an animal falls sick in a village, it affects the
livelihood of an entire family, underscoring the direct link between animal health and
rural prosperity.

He called upon IVRI to develop at least 100 model livestock villages in the coming
years that could serve as examples of scientific animal husbandry, organic agriculture,
modern technology adoption, and rural entrepreneurship.

Earlier, Dr. Raghavendra Bhatta, Deputy Director General (Animal Science), ICAR,
and Director, ICAR-IVRI, presented an overview of the achievements of India’s animal
science sector. He noted that India is the world’s largest milk producer, contributing
nearly 25 percent of global milk production, and is among the leading producers of
eggs and meat.

Dr. Bhatta highlighted that the
Animal Science Division of ICAR
comprises 19 institutes dedicated
to livestock health, production,
nutrition security, and technology
development aimed at enhancing
farmers’ income. Describing
livestock as the “sunrise sector” of
Indian agriculture, he noted its
contribution of nearly 30 percent to
agricultural Gross Value Added
(GVA).




He also highlighted major achievements of ICAR, including the development of India’s
first cloned buffalo and cloned calf, advancements in genomic technologies,
transgenic research, conservation of indigenous livestock breeds, disease
diagnostics, and vaccine development. Indigenous vaccines and diagnostic
technologies developed for Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD), Lumpy Skin Disease,
and Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR) have saved the country thousands of crores
of rupees in economic losses.

Dr. S.K. Singh, Joint Director (Research), ICAR-IVRI, presented the Institute’s
achievements and future roadmap. He noted that since its establishment in 1889 at
Pune, IVRI has played a pioneering role in veterinary research in India. The Institute
currently operates through its main campuses at Izatnagar and Mukteshwar, along
with regional stations across the country.

Dr. Singh informed that IVRI houses 19 research divisions, 28 sections, state-of-the-
art laboratories, a nationally important library, veterinary hospital facilities, training
centres, and advanced research infrastructure. He highlighted the Institute’s
achievements in developing vaccines, diagnostic Kkits, biotechnology products,
patents, and technologies for disease control, wildlife health management, biosafety,
conservation of animal genetic resources, and technology transfer to farmers.

The programme was conducted by Dr. Ashutosh Folar, while the vote of thanks was
proposed by Dr. Sher Singh, Principal Scientist, Mukteshwar Campus
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