TEC Pune Successfully Conducts Five-Day Hands-on Training Programme
on “Basic Principles and Techniques of Fracture Fixation in Animals” for
Veterinary Officers and Practitioners (27-31 July 2026)

The Training and Education Centre (TEC), ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute
(IVRI), Pune, in association with the District Veterinary Polyclinic, Department of Animal
Husbandry, Aundh, Pune, successfully organized a five-day intensive hands-on training
programme on “Principles and Techniques of Fracture Fixation in Animals” from 27 to 31 July
2026. The programme attracted 20 veterinary professionals, comprising postgraduate students,
government veterinary officers, and private practitioners representing 10 states and union
territories of India- Maharashtra (4), Kerala (3), Haryana (3), Karnataka (2), Telangana (1), Uttar
Pradesh (1), Punjab (1), Uttarakhand (1), Delhi (1), and Chandigarh (1)- along with two
participants from Nepal.

The inaugural session, held on 27 July 2026, commenced with a welcome address by Dr
HP Aithal, Course Director, who introduced the objectives, structure, and expected outcomes of
the programme. Dr KN Bhilegaonkar, Station In-charge, TEC Pune, highlighted the mandate of
the Centre and outlined the specialized, need-based training programmes that have been conducted
since the establishment of TEC in 2015. The programme was formally inaugurated by Dr Sameer
Borkar, Joint Commissioner of Animal Husbandry, Pune Division, who graced the occasion as the
Chief Guest. In his inaugural address, he emphasized the growing need for advanced skill-oriented
training for practicing veterinarians and encouraged the participants to make optimum use of the
opportunity to strengthen their clinical competence in orthopaedic surgery. Dr Balasaheb Gaikwad,
Assistant Commissioner of Animal Husbandry and In-charge of the District Veterinary Polyclinic,
was also present on the occasion. The vote of thanks was proposed by Dr SK Das, Principal
Scientist, while the proceedings were efficiently compered by Dr Amol K Bhalerao.

The training programme was carefully structured to provide a balanced blend of classroom
instruction, live clinical demonstrations, and extensive hands-on practical sessions. Participants
received comprehensive training in a wide range of fracture fixation techniques, including
intramedullary pinning (normograde, retrograde, cross-pinning, stack pinning, and tension band
wiring), interlocking nailing, bone plating using dynamic compression plates (DCP) and locking
compression plates (LCP), and various methods of external skeletal fixation, including linear,
circular, hybrid, and epoxy-pin fixators. The curriculum also covered essential concepts such as
bone biology and development, fracture classification, principles of fracture healing, selection of
appropriate fixation methods, bone grafting and tissue engineering, arthritis and joint luxations,
diagnostic imaging, perioperative pain management, anaesthetic considerations in orthopaedic
surgery, and the application of orthotics and prosthetics in small animal practice.

The programme was coordinated and primarily instructed by Dr HP Aithal (TEC, ICAR-
IVRI, Pune). Distinguished guest faculty enriched the programme through expert lectures
delivered both in person and online. The offline faculty included Dr Rohit Kumar, Senior Scientist,
Division of Surgery, ICAR-IVRI, lzatnagar; Dr Shalaka Chauhan, Professor, and Dr Satyawan
Agivale, Assistant Professor, College of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Shirwal, Satara. Online
sessions were conducted by eminent academicians from leading veterinary institutions across the



country, including Dr Jitender Mohindroo (Professor, GADVASU, Ludhiana), Dr M Raghunath
(Professor, SVVU, Tirupati), Dr RB Kushwaha (Professor, Faculty of Veterinary Sciences &
Animal Husbandry, Jammu), Dr GD Singh (Associate Professor, Bihar Veterinary College, Patna),
Dr Dayamon D Mathew (Assistant Professor, BHU, Varanasi), Dr Surbhi K Tyagi (Associate
Professor, SVPUAT, Meerut), and Dr RV Suryawanshi (Assistant Professor, College of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Udgir). Their presentations substantially enhanced the academic
quality and practical relevance of the programme.

A unique feature of the training was an inspiring motivational session delivered by Dr
Manjunath SP, Senior Veterinary Officer, Tumkur, Karnataka, and a distinguished alumnus of
TEC Pune. Drawing from his extensive field experience, he shared valuable insights into
orthopaedic case management, emergency first aid, decision-making in selecting appropriate
fracture fixation techniques, and practical approaches to managing diverse orthopaedic conditions
in both small and large animals. His interactive session motivated participants to apply their newly
acquired knowledge with confidence, professionalism, and compassion, particularly in resource-
limited field situations.

To strengthen the practical component of the training, a pre-training Orthopaedic Health
Camp was organized on 24 July 2026 at the District Veterinary Polyclinic, Aundh, Pune. The camp
was inaugurated by Dr Balasaheb Gaikwad, Assistant Commissioner of Animal Husbandry. A
total of 15 orthopaedic cases involving dogs, cats, goats, and cattle were examined and treated.
These clinical cases subsequently served as valuable teaching material for live demonstrations and
hands-on surgical training during the course, providing participants with meaningful clinical
exposure under expert supervision.

The valedictory function was held on 31% July 2026 under the chairmanship of Dr KN
Bhilegaonkar, Station In-charge, TEC Pune. In his concluding address, he urged the participants
to uphold the highest standards of professional ethics, continually enhance their clinical knowledge
and skills, and pursue excellence in veterinary practice. Dr Balasaheb Gaikwad, Assistant
Commissioner of Animal Husbandry, also addressed the gathering and expressed confidence that
the participants had acquired valuable knowledge and practical skills through the intensive hands-
on training programme. They further encouraged the participants to apply the techniques learned
during the course to improve the quality of orthopaedic care and animal welfare in the field. The
participants expressed overwhelming appreciation for the programme, describing it as highly
informative, practice-oriented, and immensely beneficial in enhancing their surgical competence
and professional confidence. Certificates were awarded to all participants in recognition of their
successful completion of the training. The course coordinators, Dr Sanghratna V Bahire, proposed
vote of thanks and Dr Amol K Bhalerao conducted the proceedings.

The training programme concluded successfully, reaffirming the commitment of the
Training and Education Centre, ICAR-IVRI, Pune, towards strengthening the clinical competence
of veterinary professionals through high-quality, skill-oriented continuing education programmes.
The enthusiastic participation, active interaction, and highly positive feedback received from the
trainees clearly reflected the programme's effectiveness in enhancing practical orthopaedic skills
and promoting better standards of veterinary healthcare and animal welfare across the country.
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Dr Sameer Borkar, Chief Guest addressin;the traines during the inaugural function
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Group photograph of trainees with the guests and faculty during the inaugural function
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From theory to practice- Trainees ready to master the art of fracture fixation
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One of the trainees from Nepal sharing his training experience
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Distribution of certificate to a participant

Distribution of certificate to another participant
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Dr KN Bhlegaonkar addressing the trainees during the valedictory function
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Gréup photograbh of trainees and the faculty durin the Valedlctory funtion




