TEC-IVRI Pune organized a training programme on “Integrated Farming
and Livestock Management” at Hingoli (Maharashtra) on 7!" March 2025
under SCSP programme

The Training and Education Centre (TEC), ICAR-IVRI, Pune, in collaboration with the
Department of Animal Husbandry, Hingoli, successfully organized a one-day training workshop
on “Integrated Farming and Livestock Management” at the District Planning Committee Hall in
Hingoli on 7" March 2025. The workshop aimed to educate Scheduled Caste farmers about the
latest opportunities, challenges, and advancements in the livestock sector, providing them with
scientific knowledge and practical insights to enhance their livelihoods. The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation from over 330 farmers, including a significant number of women (80%),
along with renowned dignitaries and subject-matter experts. As part of the training initiative,
ICAR-IVRI, Pune, distributed educational materials, including guides on goat farming which was
released by dignitaries to provide the farmers with scientifically validated knowledge to help them
make informed decisions, ultimately improving productivity and profitability in livestock farming.
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The programme commenced with a warm welcome of the dignitaries, followed by the official
inauguration by District Collector, Mr. Abhinay Goyal, who emphasized the importance of
integrating science with agriculture and allied sectors for economic empowerment. He encouraged
farmers to explore income-generating opportunities through scientific livestock farming and urged
them to utilize modern advancements to improve productivity. Accompanying him were Dr Neha
Bhosale, Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Parishad, Hingoli; Dr SB Khune, Deputy Commissioner
of Animal Husbandry; Dr Sanghratna Bahire, Scientist, ICAR-IVRI; Dr Amol Bhalerao, Scientist,
ICAR-IVRI; Dr Tukaram Bhuktar, Government Veterinary College, Parbhani; Mr. Sudhir
Athawale, Director, District Industries, Hingoli; and Dr Sandeep Narwade, Livestock



Development Officer. Other notable attendees included Dr Sharad Pawar, Dr Archana Jadhav, and
Dr Venkatesh Devkate, who played an integral role in the event's execution, with Dr Devkate
serving as the event host.

The technical session covered a wide range of topics essential for modern livestock farming,
ensuring that farmers received comprehensive guidance on integrated livestock management, dairy
farming, animal selection, farm planning, reproduction, nutrition, and marketing strategies. Dr SB
Khune provided insights into food planning for dairy farming, breed selection, and various
government subsidy schemes that could benefit farmers. Dr Sanghratna Bahire emphasized the
potential of poultry and goat farming as viable business models, offering practical guidance on
disease management, nutrition, and production efficiency. Dr Amol Bhalerao presented strategies
for achieving sustainable income through integrated farming, advocating for a holistic approach
where livestock farming is combined with other agricultural practices to ensure consistent and
diversified earnings. Dr Tukaram Bhuktar highlighted the critical role of fodder management,
explaining the significance of perennial grasses, silage production, and improved fodder crops in
ensuring high-quality nutrition for livestock and cost-effective farming.
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In celebration of International Women’s Day, a special felicitation ceremony was conducted to
honour women livestock farmers who have made significant contributions to the animal husbandry
sector. District Collector Mr. Abhinay Goyal commended their dedication and urged more women
to actively participate in livestock-based entrepreneurship by adopting scientific farming practices.
CEO Dr Neha Bhosale emphasized the importance of technical training for livestock farmers,
highlighting how scientific approaches and modern techniques can enhance income generation and
economic resilience in rural areas.



The workshop concluded with an interactive session, allowing farmers to seek expert advice on
various aspects of livestock farming. The successful organization and coordination of the event
were led by Dr Sanghratna Bahire, Dr Amol Bhalerao, and Dr Sandeep Narwade, whose collective
efforts ensured that valuable, research-based knowledge was effectively imparted to the
participating farmers.
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Through this initiative, TEC, ICAR-IVRI, Pune, reaffirmed its commitment to empowering
marginalized farming communities by providing them with scientific expertise, modern
technological insights, and access to government support programmes. The workshop not only
strengthened the technical knowledge and business acumen of farmers but also motivated them to
adopt progressive livestock management techniques, ensuring a sustainable and economically
viable future for rural livestock farmers in Maharashtra.
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