TEC-Pune Organised Kisan Goshti and Field Day on Organic
Dairy Farming at Palasgaon, Satara on 21 May 2026

Around 150 livestock benefited; farmers were sensitized on organic livestock farming and sustainable agriculture practices

A Kisan Goshti and Field Day on Organic Dairy Farming was successfully organized at Palasgaon
village of Khatav Taluka, Satara District (Maharashtra), by the Training and Education Centre
ICAR-IVRI, Pune, in collaboration with KNPVCS-MAFSU Shirwal, on 21st May 2026, under the
ICAR MGMG Programme. The event witnessed the active participation of about 50 stakeholders
including farmers, village representatives, senior citizens, and the village Sarpanch, and focused
on promoting organic dairy farming, scientific livestock management, and sustainable agriculture
practices suited to the agro-climatic conditions of Maharashtra.

During the Kisan Goshti, farmers were educated on the scientific and organic management of dairy
animals, emphasizing reduced dependence on chemical fertilizers and the utilization of cow dung
and urine-based bio-formulations such as Jeevamrut, Beejamrut, and Panchagavya as biological
fertilizers to enhance soil microbial activity, improve soil fertility, and support organic crop
production. The importance of integrating crop and livestock farming systems as a strategy for
circular nutrient use, reduced input costs, and enhanced farm profitability was also highlighted.
Farmers received practical guidance on the cultivation of high-yielding and nutritious fodder crops
and grasses including Maize, African Napier, Australian Napier, Lucerne, and Berseem, which are
well-suited to local conditions and can help overcome seasonal fodder scarcity while ensuring
balanced nutrition and quality milk production. As part of the field outreach component, the
veterinary and extension team conducted door-to-door awareness campaign in the village,
sensitizing families on the adverse effects of excessive chemical fertilizer use on soil, human
health, and the environment, and promoting organic alternatives including farmyard manure, cow
dung and urine-based formulations, green manure crops, bio-mix preparations, and
vermicomposting.

A free animal health camp was conducted alongside the awareness sessions, providing
comprehensive veterinary services including clinical examination and general health assessment,
pregnancy diagnosis in buffaloes and cows, distribution of mineral mixture supplements and
rumen tonics, and deworming of livestock with appropriate medications. Approximately 150 farm
animals benefited directly from the programme, comprising around 40 buffaloes, 60 Holstein
Friesian and Jersey cross cows, 20 goats, and 5 horses, besides other animals covered under
preventive health services.

The expert team comprised of Dr. Sanghratna V. Bahire, Dr. H.P. Aithal, Dr. S.K. Das (TEC,
ICAR-IVRI Pune), Dr. K. Khillare, Dr. Ravindra Jadhav, Dr. Sai Borkar, Dr. Prashant Pawar, Dr.
Smita Surkar, Dr. Bhokare (KNPCVS-MFSU, Shirwal Team), and Dr. Arif Inamdar (LDO, AHD),
including students from KNP college of veterinary sciences. The team interacted with farmers and
livestock owners throughout the event. The organizers emphasized that such community-level
outreach programmes are essential for promoting organic dairy farming, scientific animal
husbandry, improved fodder production, and environmentally sustainable agriculture, thereby
strengthening rural livelihoods and livestock-based farming systems across Maharashtra.
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