Report on "Kheti Bachao Abhiyaan" Awareness Program — 03.06.2026

Under the "Kheti Bachao Abhiyaan®, an agricultural awareness programme was
organized on 03 June 2026 at Jaspur Village, Ramgarh Block, Nainital District,
Uttarakhand. The programme was attended by 15 farmers, including 11 women and 4 men,
who actively participated in the discussions and knowledge-sharing sessions. The programme
was conducted by Dr. Nitish Singh Kharayat (Team Leader) along with Dr. Ashutosh Fular
(Member) and Dr. Sayed Nabil Abedin (Member). The scientific team interacted with the
farmers and discussed the importance of maintaining soil health as the foundation of
sustainable agriculture, particularly in the fragile hill ecosystems of Uttarakhand. The farmers
were sensitized about the importance of soil testing for assessing soil fertility status and
making informed decisions regarding nutrient management. The participants were advised to
adopt soil-test-based fertilizer application and avoid the indiscriminate use of chemical
fertilizers, which can adversely affect soil productivity and environmental quality over time.
Information was also provided on maintaining soil organic carbon through the regular
incorporation of organic manures and crop residues.

The programme highlighted various soil health maganagement practices, including
the use of Farm Yard Manure (FYM), green manuring, vermicompost, mulching, crop rotation,
and integrated nutrient management. Farmers were encouraged to adopt these practices to
improve soil structure, water-holding capacity, nutrient availability, and microbial activity.
Special emphasis was placed on natural farming approaches, including the use of Jeevamrit,
Ghan Jeevamrit, and other locally available organic inputs for sustainable crop production. The
scientific team explained how these practices can reduce cultivation costs, improve soil
biodiversity, and enhance long-term agricultural sustainability.

Considering the agro-climatic conditions of the region, the participants were also
provided information on suitable crops for cultivation in the hilly areas of Ramgarh, including
off-season vegetables, pulses, millets, spices, and fruit crops such as plum, peach, pear, apricot,
and citrus. Farmers were encouraged to diversify their farming systems and adopt climate-
resilient cropping practices for improved income and resource conservation. Information
regarding major Government schemes, including Kisan Credit Card (KCC), PM-KISAN,
and Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), was also shared to enhance farmers’
access to institutional support and risk management services.

Key Outcome:

The programme significantly improved awareness among the farming community
regarding soil testing, soil health management, natural farming, and sustainable crop
production in hill regions. Farmers appreciated the practical recommendations provided for
improving soil fertility and selecting suitable crops for local conditions. The participants
expressed keen interest in adopting natural farming practices and agreed to participate in future
hands-on training programmes organized by the institution on organic input preparation, soil
health management, and sustainable agricultural technologies.






