TEC, ICAR-IVRI Pune Conducts Series of SCSP Activities in
Hingoli District during 19-21 August 2026

The Training and Education Centre (TEC), ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI),
Hingoli, Pune, conducted a series of activities under the Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan (SCSP) in
Hingoli district from 19 to 21 August 2026, focusing on sustainable livelihood generation through
scientific goat farming and backyard poultry farming. The three-day programmes included
beneficiary surveys, monitoring of previously supported farmers, selection and procurement of
Osmanabadi goats, distribution of Kaveri birds and goat units, farmer interaction, and a district-
level technical training.

Beneficiary survey and monitoring of existing livestock units

The activities began with a field-level survey and monitoring of SCSP beneficiary farmers in the
Hingoli district. The TEC team comprising of Dr HP Aithal, Principal Scientist and Dr Sanghratna
V Bahire, Senior Scientist visited 15 goat farmers who had previously received support under the
programme. Special attention was given to the performance of the existing goat flocks.

During the visits, important production and flock-management parameters were recorded,
including the number of goats currently available, births, mortality, male-to-female ratio, goats
sold, and the overall status and performance of the flock. The exercise was aimed at assessing the
impact of the intervention, understanding the progress of beneficiary farmers and identifying areas
where further technical support was required.

Kisan Gosthi at Waghajali

In the evening on 19" August, the TEC team visited Waghajali village, where a Kisan Goshti was
organised for local farmers. Around 50 farmers participated in the interaction. The farmers were
informed about scientific management of goat farming and backyard poultry farming, with
emphasis on low-cost management practices, feeding, disease prevention, vaccination and
maintaining healthy livestock. Information was also provided about various government schemes
available for livestock entrepreneurs, including the National Livestock Mission (NLM) and the
Mukhyamantri Pashu Udyogmita Yojana. The interaction provided an opportunity for farmers to
discuss their livestock-related problems and seek technical guidance from the visiting team.



Distribution of Kaveri birds

As part of the Sustainable Livelihood Improvement Programme, selected SC beneficiaries at
Waghajali village were provided with improved poultry birds to strengthen backyard poultry-based
livelihoods on 20" August. A total of 1,800 Kaveri birds were distributed among 24 SC farmers,
with 75 birds provided to each beneficiary. The intervention is intended to promote backyard
poultry farming as a supplementary source of income through egg and poultry production while
utilising locally available resources. The beneficiaries were also oriented on appropriate housing,
feeding, clean drinking water, vaccination, disease prevention and routine management practices
necessary for maintaining the birds and improving productivity.




Distribution of goat units - OSMART - at Ajegaon

On the same day, i.e. on 20" August, the selected beneficiaries under the Osmanabadi Goat
Improvement Project were further scrutinised through field visits. The team verified the
authenticity of the farmers and assessed the availability of land, housing, and adequate space for
maintaining the proposed goat units. Following this verification, 10 SC farmer families from
Ajegaon Block, Sengaon Taluka, were selected. Each beneficiary was provided with a unit
consisting of four female and one male Osmanabadi goat, making a total of 50 goats distributed to
10 families.

Along with the goats, pelleted goat feed was also provided to the beneficiaries. The farmers were
given practical guidance on scientific goat management, including feeding, housing, hygiene,
breeding management, disease prevention and vaccination. The beneficiaries were advised to
maintain proper records of births, mortality, sales and flock growth to enable systematic
monitoring of the goat enterprise.




Training programme on scientific goat and poultry farming at Hingoli

A one-day training programme on Scientific Goat Farming and Backyard Poultry Farming was
organized at Shetkari Bhawan, Mangalwara Bazar, Hingoli, jointly by the TEC, ICAR-IVRI Pune,
and the Department of Animal Husbandry, Hingoli. The programme was conducted with the
objective of providing farmers with practical and scientific knowledge to improve livestock
productivity and generate sustainable income. The programme received an overwhelming response
from farmers, with more than 378 farmers registering and participated in the training. The
participants were provided detailed information on scientific management practices in goat and
poultry farming, disease prevention, feeding, breeding, housing, healthcare and farm economics.

The training programme was inaugurated by Hon. Shri Santosh Bangar, local Member of
Legislative Assembly, who urged farmers to adopt livestock farming as an economically viable
enterprise. In his inaugural address, he emphasized that goat farming and backyard poultry farming
can provide regular income and employment opportunities to rural families when managed
scientifically. He encouraged farmers to take up livestock enterprises at the earliest and make
effective use of government schemes, veterinary services and technical guidance available to them.

Dr. Buchale, Deputy Director, Department of Animal Husbandry, Hingoli, gave an overview of
the activities of the Animal Husbandry Department and its role in supporting livestock farmers.
He explained the importance of veterinary healthcare, timely vaccination, deworming, breeding
services, disease prevention and extension services for improving livestock production.

Dr. H.P. Aithal, Principal Scientist, TEC Pune, introduced the participants to the Training and
Education Centre, ICAR-IVRI, Pune, and explained its role and mandate in farmer training,
capacity building, technology dissemination and transfer of scientific knowledge in veterinary and
animal husbandry sciences. He highlighted the efforts of TEC-IVRI in taking modern livestock
production technologies to farmers at the field level.

During the technical sessions, experts provided detailed information on scientific goat farming.
Topics included selection of suitable and healthy breeding animals, breed selection, scientific
housing, feeding and nutrition, fodder management, mineral supplementation, breeding
management, care of pregnant goats, management of newborn kids, vaccination, deworming,
disease prevention, sanitation, biosecurity and record keeping. The experts emphasized that
balanced nutrition, proper housing, timely healthcare and systematic breeding management are
essential for achieving better growth, reproductive performance and profitability in goat farming.
Farmers were also advised to maintain proper records of births, deaths, breeding, growth, treatment
and sale of animals to assess the performance and profitability of their goat units.

Detailed guidance was also provided on backyard poultry farming. Farmers were informed about
selection of suitable birds, housing and brooding management, feeding, clean drinking water, chick
care, vaccination, disease prevention, hygiene, litter management, egg production and marketing.
The experts explained how backyard poultry can be integrated with existing farming systems and
can provide farmers with eggs, meat and additional household income.

The participants were also sensitized about the importance of timely vaccination, regular
deworming, balanced feeding, clean water, hygienic housing, disease surveillance and early



identification of sick animals. The experts stressed that prevention of diseases is more economical
than treatment and that farmers should maintain regular contact with veterinary officers for proper
healthcare and management.

Dr. M. Nikam, Dr. Kharwadkar, and Dr. Tukaram Bhuktar from College of Veterinary Sciences
(MAFSU), Parbhani; Dr. Sandip Kadam and Dr. Kalyanpure from the Department of Animal
Husbandry, Maharashtra; Dr. Sanghratna V. Bahire, delivered technical lectures and interacted
with the participating farmers. They addressed practical problems faced by farmers in goat and
poultry farming and suggested scientific solutions. Special emphasis was given to low-cost and
locally adaptable management practices that can improve production without imposing undue
financial burden on farmers. The programme was coordinated by Dr. Sanghratna V. Bahire (TEC,
Pune) and Dr. Santosh Pathade (Veterinary Officer, Hingoli), with the active cooperation of
officers and staff of the Department of Animal Husbandry, Hingoli.

The large participation of farmers reflected the growing interest in goat farming and backyard
poultry farming as profitable rural enterprises. The organizers stated that such training programmes
would help bridge the gap between scientific knowledge and field-level livestock practices and
encourage farmers to adopt modern, sustainable and profitable livestock production systems.

The programme concluded with an interactive question-and-answer session, during which farmers
discussed their individual livestock-related problems with the experts and received technical
guidance. The participants appreciated the initiative and expressed their interest in adopting
scientific practices for improving the productivity and profitability of their goat and poultry
enterprises.



News coverage in Newspapers and local TV Channel

The news on Kisan Goshti, distribution of goats and poultry birds, and training programme were
widely covered in the local newspapers.
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