
Celebration of World Antimicrobial Resistance Awareness Week - 2025 

On the occasion of World Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) Awareness Week - 2025, 

an awareness program was conducted for Nursing staff from Shri Ram Murti Smarak College 

of Nursing, Bareilly by the Scientists of VPH Division, IVRI in collaboration with the Joint 

Director of Extension Education, ICAR-IVRI. The activity was conducted under the All India 

Network program on Antimicrobial resistance in Livestock and Fisheries (AINP-AMR). 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) has become a public health emergency leading to hundreds of 

deaths and failed treatment protocols. The shared nature of infectious pathogens among humans 

and animals has further exacerbated the problem of AMR.  

The World AMR Awareness Week (WAAW) is a global campaign to raise awareness 

and increase understanding of AMR and to promote global action to tackle the emergence and 

spread of drug-resistant pathogens. As one of WHO’s official health campaigns, WAAW is 

mandated by the World Health Assembly and is commemorated annually from 18 to 24 

November. The theme for WAAW 2025 is Act Now: Protect Our Present, Secure Our Future. 

On the occasion of AMR awareness week, Dr Himani Dhanze and Dr M. Suman 

Kumar, Scientists at the Division of VPH, ICAR-IVRI conducted an awareness campaign on 

AMR and ways to mitigate the same. The beneficiaries were 40 students from the ongoing III-

year batch of the SRMS Nursing College. 

Nursing college students are increasingly being recognized as key stakeholders in the 

fight against antimicrobial resistance (AMR). Speaking on the occasion, Dr Himani Dhanze 

addressed the students and explained about various measures to counter AMR. Since nurses 

are the first responders in the critical care of patients, their role in handling patients and 

ensuring that the patients have consumed the correct dosage of antibiotics as prescribed is 

important. She also elaborated on various infection control practices that the nursing staff must 

follow during their caregiving duties in the hospitals. She also spoke about the measures of 

antimicrobial stewardship and educated the students in this regard. Dr Suman Kumar addressed 

the gathering and explained various mechanisms of antibiotic resistance in bacteria. He also 

outlined the do’s and don’ts to be followed by healthcare professionals to combat AMR. Dr 

Suman also insisted the nursing students to educate the housekeeping staff in hospitals about 

the importance of AMR and their role in keeping the premises clean.   

The program was conducted with the aim that educational interventions among nursing 

students have shown promising results in improving AMR knowledge leading to better 

infection control practices and caregiving. The nursing personnel are an important link in the 

One health approach to combat AMR. All the participants were educated about the types and 

use of antimicrobials, their advantages, disadvantages, antimicrobial resistance, impact of 



AMR and hygienic measure to reduce the infection and improve health. The pamphlets 

prepared on AMR in both English and Hindi were distributed to the students. 
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