ICAR-IVRI Celebrates World Milk Day 2026 with Emphasis on Women Farmers and
Clean Milk Production

The Division of Livestock Products Technology, ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute
(IVRI), Izatnagar, celebrated World Milk Day on 1% June 2026 under the theme “Celebrating
Women Farmers.” The programme was organized to recognize the important role of women
in the dairy sector and to highlight their contribution to milk production, livestock

management, and food security.

World Milk Day, celebrated globally every year, provides an opportunity to
acknowledge the importance of milk as a highly nutritious food and to appreciate the efforts
of dairy farmers who contribute significantly to rural livelihoods and the agricultural
economy. In line with this year's theme, the programme focused on the role of women in

strengthening the dairy sector and ensuring the production of safe and quality milk.

As part of the celebration, special lectures were organized on the topics “Organic
Milk Production in India” and “Women Farmers’ Role in Clean Milk Production.” The
lecture on organic milk production discussed the growing interest in sustainable dairy
farming practices, the opportunities associated with organic milk production, and the need for
environmentally responsible livestock management systems. The session also highlighted the

increasing consumer demand for organically produced milk and dairy products.

The second lecture focused on the important role played by women farmers in
maintaining milk quality at the farm level. Various aspects of clean milk production,
including hygienic milking practices, animal health care, sanitation, and proper handling of
milk, were discussed. The session emphasized that women are often at the forefront of dairy
management activities and play a crucial role in ensuring the production of safe and

wholesome milk for consumers.

The programme attracted active participation from farmers, undergraduate students,
postgraduate students, research scholars, technical staff and scientists of the institute. The
interactive discussions that followed the lectures provided an opportunity for participants to
exchange ideas and gain insights into current developments in dairy farming, milk quality

assurance, and sustainable livestock production practices.

The celebration concluded with a message highlighting the need to support and

empower women farmers, whose contributions remain central to the growth and



sustainability of the dairy sector. The programme served as a valuable platform for creating
awareness on clean milk production, sustainable dairy farming, and the importance of

recognizing the efforts of women in agriculture and allied sectors.
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They can take a step forward by making organic
milk and milk products from available stock of
Sahiwal and Tharparker cattle using a section of
IVRI fodder farm to grow organic fodder-a strong
will pave the way!!




